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Schy to hear you are not getting foo much in the way of goods 4on the news Letfern., 1 have not
put much Lime in oun Nash-Healey, but hope Lo Zhis winter. The '35 Nash 400 has been getting
most of the attention of Late. Thene should {maybe) be a nice anticle about it in"Special
Intenest Auto” sometime aften the finst of the year.

As fon the Heafey meet held out here a few months ago - there 45 good reason for not hearing
angthing. 1t was your basic "no show"; only three people showed up, thus not much to report. -
There was a swap meet in the area that day also, but {§ one is Lo support the Nash Healey meet,
a Little extrna effort would be appropriate. :

The photo is of the '85 Grant NASHionmal in San Jose. The coupe in the foreground {8 our cax,
while the readster 4s ourn {irnst Nash-Healey.,  The Paradisc brothens .in Lost Banos, CA own the
car presently. The '54 inithe back belongs to Sieg Wroebel.  Canolyn McGregon's '33 had o
stay home. Gordon was really unden the weathen and they had no cans at the meet. Saw him this
spring and he is feeling and Looking much better. Speaking of that meet, we surely enjoyed
meeting and falking with Mike Feingold. 1 have been intending to drop him a Line. We have the
ude of a supen photo Lab and 1 was thinking perhaps we could round up a few unusual, not often
seen, on hare Nash Healey picturnes fon neproduction. They could be s08d at cost on maybe a
couple extra shekels to go .in the club treasurny. Well anyway, L&'s a thought.

Attended the Monterey Histonical Races Last weekend and got to see a couple of Silverstones do
thein thing. ' ,

Had betten close. Keep up Lhe good wonk. Please place our needs in the next news Lettern's

“wanted List.
Best regands,
Lewdis Long



SPORTS TRIAL . . .

PROVING GROUND
SHAKEDOWN OF
THE NASH-HEALEY

By Dck Van Ousten

HEN WALT WORON, Moror
Trenp's Editor, returned from his
annual pilgrimage to Detroit and points
east, he had driven the Nash-FHealey and
suggested that we obtain the car for a
Sports Trial. None being available on the
west coast, 1 flew to Chicago to meet Bill
Haworth, Director of Public Relations
for Nash Motors, We drove to Kenosha,
_the Nash home plant. and out to the
proving ground under threatening skies
that finally broke open with the usual
: : ; 2 Wisconsin unpredictabiiity. There went
1 i o R R S ) .°'..¢‘_§_‘~- : KTk a2 our Sports Trial:
< PO 2 e ' = : — Tk The usual comprehensive tests of ac-
1 ma 7% celeration. braking. and top speed could

] . SIMOmsE have been performed under existing con-
: FRONT YIEW of car shows low chassis. MNash.-Healey handles well, has Plenty of reserve power  ditjons but 1 felt that it would not pro-
duce a true picture. It's pretty hard to
; bang a sports car around on wet pave-
1 ' o ment and come up with any statistics 1+.at
: make sense. However, here are a few driv-
ing impressions gleaned on the outer track
of the Nash proving grounds.

I like the Nash-Healey! Nash Motors
has a potential success on jts hands after
a few more bugs have been worked out.
At present. teething troubles are very
much in evidence. The original radiator
did not cool the engine properly and is
heing replaced by a larger capacity core.
Trouble has also been experienced with
fear tatios. not in the transmission, but
trving to find an ail-around rear end gear-
ing. Many other details have provided
problems for the combhined engineering
staffs of Nash and Healey. All in ali, it
is somewhat surprising that the two firms
have not encountered more difficulties
while trying to coordinate their problems
over 3oco miles of land and water.

The item that left the best impression
with me was the low speed torque. You
can lug the car down to eight or to mph,
kick it to the floor, and off it goes with
o strain. This torque feature is one much

POSITION OF accelerator and gear shift lever is clearly shown here.
positive with short lever, Accelarotor poorly located for quick action.

Shifting is smooth and
Front seat accommodates three

Twenty-four

Motor Trend
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demanded by the let’s-not-have-to-shift
American driver. Couple this with a pawer
to weight ratio of 20.8:1 and you can see
why the Nash-Healey o-6o acceleration
figures are in the under 1o second bracket.
The best run I was able to get on a short
stretch of dry pavement was g.5 seconds,
just barely dropping into high at 6o mph.
In its present trim, the car is good for
around ros mph top. With a fully modi-
fied engine, the windshield removed, a
belly pan and tarp, a figure of 125 mph
has been claimed.

For fast cruising with an American
engine, the Borg-Warner overdrive is a
natural. 1 liked the idea of the positive
horn ring control rather than pushing the
accelerator through the floorboard trying
to find a solenoid switch. The 4:1 rear
axle ratio brings the overdrive gearing
down to earth providing plenty of power

" ALL PARTS listed in this dicgrom are Nash

built, Other components are made by Healy

N 7E L |

TWO BRITISH SU carburetars and 8:1 head are
only modifications to 234.8 cu. in. Ambassador
- engine. Some competition versions in Europe
have higher compression ratio and reground
high-overlap camshaft giving claimed 125 mph

without continual downshifts to conven-
tional. -

The Nash-Healey rides far better than
the average sports car without any appar-
ent ill effect upon handling qualities. The
front end goes and stays wherever you
put it! The car that I drove would have
handled a ot better if the steering wheel
had been a little more resistant to move-
ment. Until T had become familiar with
this particular set-up. 1 had a tendency
to oversteer. a lability that is not in-
herent in the design but did provide two
or three interesting seconds on the wet
Nash track. Tire clearance is being in-
creased as the prototypes have a tendency
to rub the wheel wells over choppy sur-
faces. This is typical of, the very low
chassis. The front sway har clears a level
road with only six inches to the good, the
gas tank has a seven to eight in. clearance,

WEATHER-EYE UNIT

RADIATOR GRHLE

ENGINE

COWL VENTRATOR

UNUSUAL STEERING arrangement is provided
by the laterally located plate actuating twa
short tie rods, one to each front wheel, Front
suspension i3 coil spring trailing link, rear has
coil springs with substanticl torque tube drive

and the muffler only five!
The top folds completely out of sight

- behind the seat when not in use. Basically

designed as a three-seater, the car has a
fold-down armrest for use when carrying
two persons. The leather upholstery is
typically British as is the leather covered
instrument panel. A normal compiement
of instruments is furnished, but T missed
a tachometer during the acceleration trial.
The windshield may be taken off for com-
petition by the removal of the eight at-
taching screws, but the quarter windows
remain fixed.

There are several other features that
I would like to see the Nash factory
change. The position of the accelerator
between the clutch and brake pedals is
almost impossible for anyone wearing over
a 5AAAA shoe. Possibly the glass windows

. (Continued on page forty-five)

VERTICAL BUMPER BARS

WHERLS 2 HUBS

HEADLAMP (ASSY.) AUTH OVERDRIVE PROPELLER SHAFT,
g FLANGE,
. L TRUNNION

REAR AXLE
(WL SRANES, DRUMS, TRUSS, RODS)




Uniform Vehicle Code
(Continned from page thirty-seven)

< H in Los Angeles at 35 mph during rush
"-" hour but for the same speed in a 25 mph
* zone in Berkeley he will get a citation.
+ This difference in enforcement efiectively
-nullifies the gains made by adopting the
Uniform Code, and leaves the motorist as
badly confused as before.

In all matters concerning law-making
the citizen is the final boss., You are the
citizen and you are the one who will even-
tually make the decision on adoption of
- the Uniform Code in your state. Besides
clearing up the confusions detailed in this
article, adoption of the Code will make
interstate buying and selling of automo-
biles much easier; protect you against
drivers who, under some present laws, are
not required to carry liability insurance or
post bond in case of an accident; great-
ly facilitate the movement of trucks by
eliminating some of the restrictive laws
on size and weight.

is reduction of accidents. Secondly, there
will be greater freedom from unexpected
citations in your state and in others. Free-
dem, too, from ali the minor irritations
of driving under strange laws, trying to
reniember which reaction is correct for
whuch locality. Finally, there is the feel-
ing of security from the knowledge that
in the event of an accident the other driv-
er is financially responsible for damage
he caused. These are worth working for-—
worth the few minutes required to write a
letter to your representative in the state
legislature, worth the time required to
stir your civic group into action.

Nash-Healey Sports Trial
(Continued from page twenty-five)

could be done away with as they are not
positive in pesition control and, in the
aluminum body, will ratile in a few
25 months. The steering post should have a
‘E: vertical adjustment for greater camfort.

A little more research applied to this
car and Nash will have a product of which
they may be justly proud. and the re-
entry of an American manufacturer to the
sporting field should establish a precedent
that others will follow.

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS
ENGINE

Type
Bore and Stroke
Strake Bore Ratio
Cubic Inch Displacament
Maximum Bhp
Bhp. Cu. In.
1 Maximum Terque
Compression Ratio

Cverhead valve 4
3%%x4% ins,
i.3i:1

234.8

125 @ 4000 rpem

.490
210 ft. |bs. @ léDOBrpm
.12

DRIVE SYSTEM

Transinission Conventional three-speed

Ratiog Low—35.27:1, Second--1.53:1,
Third 1:1, Overdrive—.70:1
Rear Axle Torque tube drive
Ratio 4:
DIMENSIONS
Wheelbese 102 ins.
Overall Length 172 ins.
Overoll Height 523% inm.
1 Overall Widih 86 ins.
Tread fromt—53 ins., Rear—5473 ins.
Turning Radius 17V §,
Weight (Shipping)

2500 |bs.

g j September 1951
-+ 4 : L 2 e

The benefits are many. First, of course, |

+#c Zasz - DEGREE WHEEL!

For setting your camshaft to the regrinders’
own specifications.

THE ANSWER TO YOUR SPEED SECRETS
List $19.95 NH $12.95

Send money order. We will mail postpaid~or will ship
C.0.D. in U.5.A.

EXHAUST BAFFLES
Retail $3.95

N
PER PAIR &3 Q) o,

NET 5
Fits in center of exhaust port of Y8,
Cools engine, adding haorsepow.
er. Fits Fords or Mercs. thry ‘48,

We can build an engine like this

Send 13c for new whalesale and renail ’ "
illustroted catalagus LTI

HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP

1100 McColile Ave., Chattancoga, Tann.
Phone~Llang Distance 4-6950

R t.—._.f\;
Adjustable Sieering Arm

Retail sach $19.95. Fits Fords or Mercs.

Lincoln-Zephyr thry ‘48. RET FACH $14.95

| NITRO — The Poor

Man’s Supercharger

- ILELL B S
Mawrs .

Some people refer to the ute of nitrates
and super fuels as “playing with dyna-
mite.” But to the boys of the hot rod speed
friols, “nitro” is the solution for gaining
that last bit of speed needed 1o keep them
at the head of their class—if it works. If
not, they’re in trouble. Read what HRM
Technicai Editor Don Franciseo has 1o say
on this timely subject in the September
issve of HOT ROD MAGAZINE on sale
Avg. 17th.

IWIN - FAGERL COTAWAY

Now A siceer, Berrer

; Custom
” Restyling

: MANUAL
OVER 350 PHOTOS, CUTAWAY DRAWINGS, SKETCHES
TREAT EVERYTHING FROM SPECIAL INTERIORS TO PAD.
DED TOPS.

SPECIFIC CHANGES caver Crosiays 1o Codillucs
Literally THOUSANDS of Comprahensive IDEAS

Post Publications

BOX 916-M, ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA




to Sell at Basic‘

Price of £?75 

ANY requests have been received by Mr. Donaid
MHea[‘ey for a competition-type two-seater edition

of the Healey, which would be suitable for normal
road use but, at the same time, would lend jiself particu-
larly to the special requirements of drivers who run their
curs in sporting events. Parallel with these have been
other requests for a simple, practical body of good
‘appearance, with equipment and trim. op a seale which .
would enable the complete car to sell at a figure of
- under £1,000, and thus eliminate the incidence of double
purchase tax. ; :

Both these demands have now been fulfilled in a
single model—the new Silverstone two-seater—the first
example of which Donaid Healey himself is driving in
the International Alpine Rally. = In production form
it will' sell for £975, plus £271 Ils. 8d. purchase tax,
making a total of £1,246 11s, 8d. ;

*In all its essentials, the chassis is standard except for
an alteration to-the tank mounting to suit the new body;
this has enabled a bigger tank (17 gallons) to be mounted
further forward, and has thus eliminated the rear exten-
sion of the frame which normally carries the tank.
Other minor changes which wiil be found on production
models of the new type will be the adoption of direct-
acting Girling shock absorbers at the rear and sfronger
clutch springs for competition vsage, ‘

So far as-the new body is concerned, this is intended -
purely and simply as a two-seater of businessiike but

——

COMBINED USEFULNESS.~In addition to being easily
accessible, the spare wheel is so placed that it finds use
as 3 rear bumper, i :

ot A f
SPORTING TRIM.—Weighing.

- only 18} cwt,, the new Healey

o . offers improved performance -

" for competition  wark, yet

remains entirely suitable for
normal road use.

“Silverstone” Model

not unattractive line, with readily detachable fared wings
which can easily be removed either for sprint events or
for maintenance work. This question of casy remaoval
does not end at the ‘wings, but extends to the entire
body, which is attached to the chassis by approximately
a dozen boits and can be lifted clear with a minimum
of disconnection. * Except for a few essential leads with

" quick-acting terminals, for example, the entire electrical

wiring is attached to the b'ody and comes away with it

The body itself consists of a stressed-skin shell of 16-
and 18-gauge light alloy on a channel-section frame-
work with tubular bracing, Fabricated by the Abbey
Panel and.Sheet Metal Co., Ltd., of Coventry, and

trimmed by the Healey concern, it is light, strong and

provides adequate leg room coupled with a width of

COCKPIT. — Wind-
ing windscreen, large
speadometer, ther-
mometer, oii and
fuel gauges are stan-
dard items.

" 39% ins. between the cut-avs;ay doors.  Behind the squab

is a small space for essential luggage. =

The driving position is of the type favoured by Con-
tinental racing drivers (with a 16-in. wheel relatively
far forward), and a notable detail is the novel wind-
screen which is arranged to drop into the scuttle instead
of folding flat. It slides in channel-section uprights,
which enable it to be dropped into a light-alloy box or
trough in the scuttle; in this position the depth exposed
is reduced from 12 ins. to 6 ins., and the screen then
merely acts as a wind deflector below the driver's line
of vision. : =

No attempt, incidentally, has been made to secure a
waterproof joini between the glass and the scuttle,
weatherproofing having been achieved by the simple
expedient of making the trough watertight and fitting

’ A2s




———— —

. BEHiND BARS -Tw[n hndhmps are mounted behind
the radiator griile, and ‘interior duczing ensures a
“sufficient air flow to the radiator, On production madels,
small mud-deflecting. spats. turning with the frons wheels, .

may eﬁt:ed

.a- tenes T = i @ @ e

a dram p:pe. The scteen—mper arms, whlch are operated

. by a rack from-a separale motor, are recessed into

" small troughs of their- own Whlch dram mlo lhc main
trough. - o -
Another coachwork novelty is the way thc spare wheel

- is recessed horizontally into the curved tail, so that.the

tyre protrudes some 2 ins. and forms :an excellent
bumper. - (PR P ;
On a- car of thls type, hﬂd &
. -lamps preseat a distinct problem, -
the more sp in view of. the new
regulations regarding. height.. On -~
the Silverstone model  these -diffi-
‘culties  have been very neatly
“overcome by mounting the lamps
{of 73-in. size) behind the front
grille and thus avoiding windage
-losses or ‘cumbersome wing
shapes, the wings in this case
- being of very light construction

and carrying small side Jamps only.. Problems ‘of acces-

sibility have neatly been overcome by hinging the grille
at the base, so that it may be swung open on the relense

of a single Dzus clip to give access to lamps and horns.
" . The space inside the mose has, incidentally, been
ducted to ensure a good air flow through the radiator.

New Healey Silverstone Model - Contd.

Engine accessibility is provided via a large and easily
removed panel in the top of the bonnet.

A particularly important aspect of the front styling
is that, in the interest of avoiding fade, there is no
obstruction whatever to a free airflow to the front
. brakes, a further precaution being the use of ventilated
" dise whesls {which are, mcxdentally, shod with 5.30 by
15-in. tyres).

So far as equipment is concerned, a simple hood
which disappears behind the squab is provided. The
instruments ‘include- a large-dial speedometer, together
with a lhermometer, oil gauge and fuel gauge; the seat
adjustment is a simple arrangement in which the

. cushions and squab are hinged together and located in

alternative positions on the floor by dowels; tools are
carried in a neat combined arm-rest and locker mounted
on the propetler-shaft tunnel; and the usual remote--
control gear lever and sturdy hand brake are retained.
Overall dimensions are: Length, 13 ft. 6 ins.; width,
5 ft. 2 ins.; height (to-top of screen), 3 ft. 10 ins. The
chassm is of standard wheelbase and track. .
- The Midland Editor was able to take Donald Healey s
own car for 4 short run, and reports that the general
feel and handling are particularly good, even for-a

PRACTICAL.—In pro;i-ding a machine for the
enthusiast, practical features have been blended
with a clean our.lsne .

Healey, and that the effect of the economy in wetght
(the. new model turns the scale at 183 cwt) is very
noticeable on acceleration. This, coupled with a third-
gear maximum of close on 90 m_p.h., enables unusually
high speeds to be reached on short straights, whilst
cornering and braking are of a very high order.

e e




NASH-HEALEY WINS HONORS AT

LE MANS 24-HOUR RACE (6/20/52)
LE MANS, FRANCE -- The Nash-Healey sponts can
Zook finst place in its class and third among
all entries in Zhe necent (June 15) running
04 the 19th annual Le Mans 24-hourns "Grand
Prix d'Endunance” sponts car nace.  Eifty-
eight cans starnted zhe gruelling nace and
onky 17 finished.

The Nash-Healey captuned the Gofd Cup award
in the 3000 %o 5000 CC-class, with a Ferrani
second, Talbot third.

In Zhe overall event, Mercedes-Benz §inished
finst and second, with the Nash-Healey thind,
average 91.5 mph fon 2,190 miles overn the
eight and one-half mile course.

Piloted by Lestie Johnson and Tommy Wisdom,
the Nash-Healey attained an average one~Lap
speed of 99 mph and 140 mph on a straight-
away. 1€ requined no additional water, oil
or mechanical adjustments {furing zthe entire
race.

The Nash-Healey was powered by a 1957 Dual

Jetfine Nash Ambassadone engine, with dual
carburetion and aluminum cylinden head with a

compression ration of elght to one.

For the thind consecutive year a single Nash-
Healey entry 4n the Le Mans race placed high
among the Leadens in the classic event. Last
year the Nash-Healey placed sixth and in 1950
fock founth place.

For  many yeans the Le Mans race has been the
outstanding sponts can speed event in the
world.  The finst nace was held in 1923 and
aften a 10 year Lapse from 1939, the event
was nesumed Ln 1949,

NOTE FROM EDITOR

The above article was printed stating a  few
more facts about the Le Mans 24-Hour race

which was not included in past arnticles. 1 do
not know who sent me this anticle but  would
Like to give credit where credif s due. 14
the person who sent it would driop me a shont
note 1T will mention it in the next newsfetten

LETTER AND CLASSIFIED AD FROM MEMBER

Since you are the editor of  this club and
know a Lot of pecple that own and would Like
Zo own Nash automobiles, T was wonderning i
you could help me out.

I have a 1928 Nash Speciaf Six Series 330
Roadsier that 1 am going Zo sell. 1 am the
second owner and originally bought the can
Ain Nashuille, Tennessee where £t had been
ALLing 4in  a garage since 1948. 1 have the
Nash book that came with it grom the factony.

I stanted nestoning this can eight yearns ago.
1T has the onlginal yellow paint with black
fendens and wide ned stnipe, and 20" wire
wheels.  We have not starnted any body work,

but all the chrome wonk 45 done, 54X new
tines and Zubes, new special made hub caps,

mofon completely overhauled neady fo set back
in the can, The carbureton has been nre-

stoned by professionals, and {t even hasa
gold plated throttle knob., The pressure
plate and clutch have been overhauled. ALL
this can needs is body work. The springs fon
the seats ane in good shape. The §Loorn board
&8s nusted out in places. The steening wheel,

genenaton and sfanten have been nestored and
the nadiaton is penfect. So what efse can I
say.

The top bow's are wood and 4n good shape and
I have new Zop material {on it. This car
will make someone a cream pugf. 1§ you know
0§ someone that might be interested have them
contact me dinect.

Taylor Moore

363 Trnomwood Drive

Bowling Green,KY 42101

CLASSTFIED

FOR SALE: One Nash-Healey hood handle .in
generally good condition, but some pitting.
Sixty-five dollars on best neasonable offen.
Howard F. Kapso, 1323 Home Ave., Bemuyn, IL
60402

WANTED: for 1953 Nash-Healey coupe - .inside
near minnon, fall Right Lens (type with added
small neflecton), and moon-type Healey wheel
covers (musi be in gnreat shape): Lewis Long,
3707 Cefaew Dn. - San Jose, CA 957124,
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